CITY OF LEWISTON

CITY COUNCIL OCTOBER 19, 1999

REGULAR MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM AT 7:00 P.M.
THE HONORABLE KAI LEI GH A. TARA, MAYOR, PRESI DI NG

PRESENT: Councilors Lynch, Kelly, Carignan, Al bert, Sanson,
Bi | odeau, Putnam City Adm nistrator Robert J. Milready, and
Cty Cerk Kathleen Mntejo

Pl edge of All egiance to the Flag.

Monment of Sil ence.

VOTE (1)
Mot i on by Councilor Carignan, seconded by Councilor Kelly:

To di spense with the reading of the mnutes of the October 5

and 13, 1999, neetings and to accept and place themon file
as prepared by the Gty Cerk. Passed - Vote 7-0

VOTE (2)
Mot i on by Councilor Al bert, seconded by Council or Carignan:

To take agenda itens 9, 3, 4 and 5 out of order and to
consider these itens at this tine. Passed - Vote 7-0

UPDATE REGARDI NG CI TY ADM NI STRATOR SELECTI ON PROCESS

VOTE (3)
Motion by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor Carignan:

To appoint the follow ng people to the City Adm nistrator
Search Conmittee:

Educati on Mar gar et Rot undo

Busi ness Char | es Day

Soci al Servi ces Sandra Know es

Pr of essi onal Robert Stone

Gover nent Maggi e Chi shol mand Richard Metivier
Enterprise Conmunity John Bol ton

Citizen At Large Larry G| bert

Passed - Vote 7-0
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URBAN ENTERPRI SE DI STRI CT AMENDMENTS

City Planner Jim Lysen explained this anmendnent is to allow a
veterinary clinic to operate in this zone. The nei ghbors do
not object and this anmendnent is recommended by the Pl anning
Board and is in conpliance with the conprehensive plan.

The ordi nance anmendnent pertaining to Urban Enterprise
District received first reading at this tine.

VOTE (4)

Mot i on by Councilor Bil odeau, seconded by Council or Putnam

That the proposed anendnents to Article XI, Section 14 of the
Cty Zoning and Land Use Code to allow veterinary hospitals,
Humane Society and related facilities as a pernmtted use in
the U ban Enterprise (UE) District receive first passage by a
yea or nay vote. Passed - Vote 7-0

VOTE (5)
Motion by Councilor Bilodeau, seconded by Council or Carignan:

To wai ve the Rules Governing Gty Council Procedure and to
hold final passage at this tine. Passed - Vote 7-0

The ordi nance anendnent pertaining to Urban Enterprise
District received its second reading at this tine.

VOTE (6)

Mot i on by Council or Bil odeau, seconded by Council or Putnam

That the proposed anendnents to Article XI, Section 14 of the
Cty Zoning and Land Use Code to allow veterinary hospitals,
Humane Society and related facilities as a pernmtted use in
the U ban Enterprise (UE) District receive final passage by a
yea or nay vote. Passed - Vote 7-0

POND ROAD TRUCK TRAFFI C RECOMVENDATI ONS

Public Wrks Director Christopher Branch and Assistant City
Adm ni strator Phil Nadeau reviewed with the Cty Counci

t heir reconmendati ons regardi ng the Pond Road traffic issue.
M. Nadeau noted the Maine Departnent of Transportation wll
have the final say on the truck weight limt issue.

Several Councilors noted there is a concern about the nunber
of tractor trailer trucks on Pond Road as well as a concern
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about the enforcenent of the speed limt.

Several residents of Pond Road addressed the Council at this
tinme:

D ck Murphy requested the Council post the truck weight limt
at four and one-half tons, which is the sane posting at
Webster Street to keep the area consistent.

M. Wite recomended aggressive action by the Police
Department regarding ticketing speeding vehicles, as well as
a four-way stop at Randall Road. He also noted that repairs
to the road will encourage cars to speed.

Paul i ne Tayl or suggested it is a disadvantage to post the
road with prior approval from DOT.

Ri ck Boucher noted the recent repairs to the road have nade
t he noi se probl em worse and he al so noted the speed limt
shoul d be aggressively enforced.

Jim Cote stated he has a son who is legally blind and he has
concerns about his safety due to the truck traffic.

Tony Robshaw noted the trucks do not slow down for schoo
buses and cauti oned agai nst rai sed crosswal ks due to
potential danmage to snowpl ows.

Roger Beaulieu noted he owns a conpany with five Cass A
trucks and noted that not all truck drives di sobey the speed
limt. He stated that Pond Road is a good route because
Sabattus Street is very congested, yet al so recognized that
trucks and nei ghborhoods do not mx well.

Ms. Beaulieu stated that nost truck drivers are very carefu
and very conscientious of the traffic and nei ghborhoods.

John Sheheen stated that posting Pond Road will solve the
probl emon a tenporary basis, but not a |ong term basis.
This change will shift the problemto another part of town.
He suggested increased speed enforcenent, a stronger noise
ordinance and |imting the travel tinme for trucks to avoid
the tinmes that children are arriving or departing the
school s.

Bill French noted the speeding is unbelievable and needs to
be controlled. Encouraged the three-way stop at Wbster and
Pond and al so requested a four-way stop at Pond and Randal
Roads.

Tim Fox agreed with the four way stop suggestion and stated
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his major concern with the issue is one of safety.
Oficer Jeff Burrill is the “beat patrol officer” for Pond

Road and stated he enpathizes with the nei ghbors concerns.
He noted the Police Departnment recently received a grant and

wi |l be dedicating part of the funds to additiona
enforcenment in this area. Al so suggested an el ectronic sign
rem ndi ng people to sl ow down. He noted that every driver

t hese days seens to be in a hurry and that traffic in general
is too heavy and too fast.

Many residents thanked O ficer Burrill and stated they do
believe he is doing a good job in the area and realize that
police officers have many duties, not just speed limt

enf or cenment .

Addi tional suggestions wll be reviewed and brought before
the Council at the next neeting.

VOTE (7)
Mot i on by Councilor Al bert, seconded by Councilor Lynch:

1) To post Pond Road at a vehicle weight limt of 19,500
pounds until notified by the M ne Departnent of
Transportation that this in not allowable;

2) To adopt the followi ng anendnment to the Traffic Schedul e

Section 38 - Stop Signs
Webster Street 2 signs at Pond Road

3) To have city staff take an aggressive approach to
identifying acceptable truck routes within the city

Passed - Vote 7-0

ANI MAL CONTROL OFFI CER POSI TI ON

Human Resources Director Denis Jean updated the Council on
finding a replacenent for this position. He noted currently
the position is on a contract basis for about eighteen

t housand dollars a year and a full tinme enploynent position
woul d be about thirty thousand dollar a year including salary
and benefits. Many Councilors noted they are in full support
of hiring a full time enployee to serve as the Aninmal Contro
Oficer.

VOTE (8)

Motion by Councilor Sanson, seconded by Council or Bil odeau:
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To direct the city staff to proceed in hiring a full-tine
Ani mal Control O ficer as soon as possible.
Passed - Vote 7-0

TAX | NCREMENT FI NANCI NG DI STRI CT - BUTLER BROTHERS

VOTE (9)
Mot i on by Councilor Putnam seconded by Councilor Kelly:

To continue the public hearing on establishing a tax
increnment financing district for Butler Brothers to the
Novenber 9, 1999 City Council neeting. Passed - Vote 7-0

YEAR 2000 COVPUTER READI NESS REPORT

Finance Director Richard Metivier presented the Council with
an update on the Y2K i ssue regarding the city’ s conputers and
rel ated technol ogy. The GCity’'s Y2K conmittee has been
nmeeting for well over a year and has been working with
outside consultants to ensure that all systens are conpliant.
M. Metivier assured the Council that the systens are in
excel | ent shape and have passed all testing or will be
upgraded in the near future. He reviewed the areas of public
health and safety, financial systenms and information,

i nformati on systens, property managenent and public

rel ations.

GENERAL ASSI STANCE POLI CY AVENDMVENTS

VOTE (10)
Mot i on by Councilor Carignan, seconded by Councilor Kelly:

That the maxi mum anmounts all owed for general assistance and

t he maxi nrum anmounts all owed for food and housing, for persons
eligible to receive assistance in accordance with the
standards of eligibility, be anmended in accordance with HUD
gui delines and the current Thrifty Food Pl an.

Passed - Vote 7-0

REPORT FROM THE SCHOOL COW TTEE

Counci l or Al bert updated the Councilors on the school
commttee’s work with the “prom sing futures” program and
noted that Lew ston has taken an aggressive approach to

wor king on the “learning results” oriented teaching nmethods.
Counci l or Carignan praised the work of the school committee
in their “learning results” approach and noted this wll nmake
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the Lewi ston school systemone of the best in the state.

OTHER BUSI NESS

1) Human Resources Director Denis Jean reviewed with the
Councilors the need to hold a Gty Adm nistrator Search
Comm ttee neeting in md-Novenber to begin the needs
assessment process. He noted the conmittee will be nmade up
of the eight residents appointed earlier in the neeting, the
current mayor and councilors as well as newy el ected
counci | ors.

2) Council or Sanmson requested a review of the city’s
contracts and agreenents regarding the use of cellular phones
and pagers and wondered if the city has put this expense out
to bid recently.

3) Councilor Lynch requested a witten update fromthe Mayor
regardi ng the refugee resettl enent program and asked to have

t he update addressed to the City Council and School
Comm ttee.

VOTE (11)
Motion by Councilor Carignan, second by Councilor Kelly:

To adjourn at 9:25P.M Passed - Vote 7-0

A true record, Attest:

Kat hl een M Mont ej o
Cty derk
Lewi ston, Mai ne



